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It all started when those famous plumbers, Mario and Luigi, along with their
Close Personal Friend, Princess Toadstool, left behind the daily grind for
some R&HR in Dinesaur Land. That's pretty stupid, if you think about it, but,
hey, they're plumbers, not brain surgeons.
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Beiore Mario and Luigi could
politely say, "Suck an egg." the
Princess vanished, abducted by
something or other. The Bros.
looked around, but all they found
was a cute little
Dinosaur named Yoshi.
Yoshi told them whas'up.
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Meanwhile, at King Bowser Koopa's
secret headquarters...
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...the big ugly turtle
was explaining to

the captive

Princess his plan to
mash all of Dinosaur
Land into fossil fuel.
That's pretty stupid, it
you think about it, but, hey, he's a turtle, not a
rocket scientisi.



Lute:r, Bowser's rotten brats
arrived at Princess Toadstool's
cell, intent on tormenting a
helpless captive, and thereby
making daddy proud. But the
Princess warmly welcomed
them, which confused the shell
out of them.
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Later, the Princess easily eluded the guards
and found her way to the secret room where
Bowser kept his Magic Book! A quick scan told
her it was full of potent spells. She ripped out

a key page and stuffed it down her décolletage.

Luckily, when the guards arrived, they didn't
notice the extra bulge in the Princess's dyna-
mite bad.. That's pretty stupid... in fact, it's
downright amazing.

oon, alone in her cell once again, the
Princess pondered. Knowing Bowser, she
suspected that he meant to use her as bait
to trap his arch enemies, the Mario Bros. She
wasn't going to let that happen.
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Meanwhile, Mario, Luigi and Yoshi were searching for the Princess. They
were plunging through dark forests, lava caverns

and mighty rivers—going in circles, but making
excellent time. More than once, they dearly
wished they'd read the Princess's
guidebook. SBuddenly, a magical
message appedred, special delivery,
from the Princess.

5p1itling up seemed dangerous,
so it was agreed that Yoshi
would ferry messages between
the two, keeping each Plumber
posted on the other's fortunes.
That plaa proved to have one
major drawback. ..

CWAY, T HAVE A (S MEMOR YW E AT MARIC,
I THINK MARIC SAIT HE WAS GUING | WHY Fow'TYow
SOUTH. OR WAS IT WEST

Yoshi abashedly admitted that
he couldn't read or write. Though
Mario already had a lot on his
mind, he began teaching Yoshi

to read and write, secretly
thankiul that Yoshi's problem
wasn't Math, at which Mario
really sucked.



Misleuding magical messages from the Princess kept appearing.
One super-deluxe message even came with a '57 Chevy
and a stretch of
Highway 5.

Cmiﬁing as fast as possible while still looking
cool, Mario raced to the Princess's side.

But to Mario's chagrin it was all just an illusion.
The Princess vanished as soon as he gathered her
into his arms. Lucky for him, because, if he'd
grabbed the real Princess, she probably would
have punched his lamps out.

What Mario did find. however, was his brother, who, thanks to Yoshi, had
made a wrong turn at Peoria. Together, they compared all the various mes-
sages they'd received. A pattern emerged. Every single one warned them
not to head for the Valley of Storms. They realized at last, thatl Princess
Toadstool was deliberately jerking them around to keep them from falling
prey to Bowser. Remember, now, they are plumbers. You can't get Einstein
for this sort of work.
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Yoshi raced toward Bowser Koopa's Kastle,

Bowser's spies alerted him to the Plumbers’
approach. He choze what he believed to
be a really nasty spell [rom his magic
book and began to recite it—with much
help from his son Lemmy. Bowser
claimed he'd left his reading glasses in
the pantry where he'd been studying
the nutritienal label en a bag of
toasted lard chips. Lemmy was eager
to show off the reading skills he'd
learned from the Princess, anyway.

Uniurtunately for Bowser, the spell he'd chosen
merely created another illusion. This one transformed the entire
countryside into a medieval motif, Mario and Luigi into Knights in armor,
and Yoshi inte a mighty charger. Mainly what this accomplished was
bolstering the Plumbers' spirits by making them feel really cool and heroic,

The illusion faded as the Bros. reached the castle walls, but the situation
was the same—your basic damsel-in-distress rescue job. Mario managed to
find a feather, which gave him the power to fly. Luigi got himself a flower
which made him Fire Luigi. This sort of stuif is all over Dinesaur Land, by
the way. Go figure.



Maric sought out Bowser and engaged him mane-a-mane. But, pretty
much trashed by grief, he just wasn't up to it.

Suddenly, Princess Toadstool leaped out the shadows, which are
abundant in spooky castles, landing spike-heels-first on Bowser's
scaly back. That got his attention and gave Mario a clean break.






